Brainstem auditory evoked potentials in severely malnourished children with kwashiorkor.
Brainstem auditory evoked potentials (BAEPs) were recorded in a group of 22 children hospitalized for the treatment of severe malnutrition (kwashiorkor). Recordings were repeated after three weeks of treatment. The control group consisted of age- and sex-matched healthy infants. Abnormal BAEP interpeak-latencies (IPLs) were found in 32% of the kwashiorkor group in the initial recording and in 40% of this group in the follow-up recording. Abnormalities were evenly distributed between the I-III, III-V and I-V IPLs and in the majority of cases were unilateral. The influence of increasing stimulus rate was investigated. The findings may reflect defects in myelination of auditory brainstem pathways, however, BAEP abnormalities were not related to several indices of growth retardation or to serum albumin and hemoglobin levels.